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We are grateful to the volunteers who walk the village monthly to deliver your free copy
Please note articles submitted by individuals do not necessarily represent the views of All About
Cleeve. A full copy of our editorial DISCLAIMER / Committee minutes are available from the
Secretary.

CHAIR’S WELCOME

As reiterated in past issues, All About Cleeve Magazine gives a special welcome to
all those new residents of our Village and we hopefully provide information and articles
that prove useful in learning about and participating within our Community.  Many
activities going on in and around our Village are open to everyone; newcomers are
most welcome.
   Cleeve Parish Council’s Annual General Meeting is to be held on Tuesday 16th
April in our Village Hall; open to all, this will include an “All About Bats” presentation
by Alison Howell, from Natural England, a renowned expert on the subject!
   Now that April has arrived, Winter’s Soupa Thursday’s Warm Room has now
become the Spring/ Summer Welcome Room, running between 2-4pm each
Thursday, (no soup more cakes) but still open to ALL in Cleeve and Claverham.

Elizabeth Vaughan
Chair

FAREWELL TO OUR VICAR NIGEL AND HIS WIFE NICKIE

A reminder that although Reverand Nigel officially leaves us on Easter Day, he and
wife Nickie are returning to us for a special farewell ‘thank you’ afternoon tea, open
to everyone in the village, on Friday April 5th in the Village Hall, from 3pm onwards.
   We know that they are looking forward to seeing as many Cleeve and Claverham
folks as possible.

YATTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Tuesday April 2nd

We are having a talk by Clive Burlton on The Citizens of Bristol at War.
7:30pm,  Yatton Methodist Church BS49 4DW.

Contact yattonlocalhistorysoc@gmail.com
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CONGRESBURY SINGERS

"A Celebration of Classical Music".
Sat April 13th @ 7.30 @ St Andrews Church Congresbury.
Tickets £12 (inc refreshments) available from PO, Re-Store or on the door.

Nigel Bacon

NAILSEA DISTRICT LEG CLUB

Nailsea Leg Club drop-in clinic, open to anyone registered with Tyntesfield Medical
Group, takes place every Wednesday morning 9.30 – 11.30 at Nailsea Tithe Barn.
   Saturday morning 18 May is the date of the handbag stall to be held outside
Waitrose. Lots of bargains to be had from bags and purses to suitcases. Donations
welcome in good clean condition can be taken to 65 High Street.
 Any questions  please call Carole Brooke on 07954 302498.

Judith Brown

FIND THE WORDS

Easter, Egg, Chocolate, Chick, Lamb, Church, Cross and Lent

Up, Down, Back to front or...

EASTER WORDSEARCH
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FOCOS BINGO EVENING
FRIDAY 12TH APRIL – CLEEVE VILLAGE HALL

There is still time to book a place at the FOCOS Bingo Evening. As ever, there will
be good food, great fun and super prizes. A bar will be available for the evening at
the Hall, so we would suggest an arrival around 7.15pm, for the delicious supper to
be served at 7.30pm.
   Tickets are just £10 to include a hot supper and a sweet [vegetarian options are
available], plus 6 games of Bingo. Every game has great prizes guaranteed for a line
and a full house. Tickets available from the FOCOS BINGO HOT LINE on 838515
or 832917.
   Also - transport is available from your home to the Hall and back again – just ask
for a lift when you book.
   All profits will help to provide for the completely free FOCOS Mystery Outing for
2024, details of which appear elsewhere in All About Cleeve.

HOLY TRINITY LENT LUNCH

Thank you to everyone who supported Holy Trinity’s Lent Lunch on Tuesday 27th
February, especially the hard-working band of helpers.
   A lively and lovely atmosphere surrounded The Church Room as folks enjoyed
the company and the food – various delicious soups, plus a cheese roll and a
generous helping of sweet – together with as many cups of tea and coffee as they
could drink.
   Thanks to those attending, we were able to send a cheque for £258.50 to the
Clevedon Foodbank, plus a box load of practical foodstuff, including some super
Easter Eggs, that Helen Bailey kindly delivered to the Foodbank.

Lin

GRAND QUIZ NIGHT

Join us at Brockley Church on Saturday 11th May for a quiz night,  delicious home
cooked food,  local cider – and a free glass of wine !
 Full details will be available on our Facebook page shortly.

Friends of Brockley Church

TIP FROM CLEEVE NURSERY

Prune winter flowering Jasmine and shrubby honeysuckle now. This will encourage
new growth and give them time to initiate new flower buds for next year. Early
flowering shrubs like Forsythia, Currants and flowering quince can be pruned back
after flowering.
     Compost heaps are great places for slow worms and occasionally grass snakes.
Both are harmless and are gardener’s friends as they eat many plant pests.
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OFGEMLOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE

The Priority Services Register is a free support service that makes sure extra help
is available to people in vulnerable situations.

You are eligible if you:

 have reached your state pension age

 are disabled or have a long-term medical condition

 are recovering from an injury

 have a hearing or sight condition

 have a mental health condition

 are pregnant or have young children

 have extra communication needs (such as if you don’t speak or read English well)

 need to use medical equipment that requires a power supply

 have poor or no sense of smell

 would struggle to answer the door or get help in an emergency.

If you have a different reason and want to see if you are eligible, or if you are eligible
and want to register, follow the link to find out more

https://ow.ly/E2oH50PZ02G
Steve, Ross and Sally

Cleeve Community Resilience

TIPS FROM CLEEVE NURSERY

Use horticultural fleece to protect tender shoots when frost is forecast. Plants that
may be hit by spring frosts include Pieris, Japanese Maples, Camellias, Magnolias,
Hydrangeas, bedding plants, lettuce, potatoes and beans.
  Plant frost tender shrubs such as Lavender, Sage, Rosemary, Santolina,
Osteospermum and Hebes now. They will be well established by autumn and
overwinter so much better.
    Trapping moles is the best way to get rid of this pest before it wrecks your lawn.
Sonic deterrents will drive them away if used as directed.

 Apply lawn dressing to even out bumps and hollows in your lawn
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PLANT OF THE MONTH
Monstera deliciosa, Swiss Cheese Plant

There was a time when people would groan when they saw a Swiss cheese plant or
simply be indifferent, they were fairly common. I grew up with them being a fixture at
art college, stashed in a corner of the studio, tied to a moss pole, ready to be pulled
out for the class when we had to paint a still life. ‘Not the Monstera again!’ we’d cry.
   But Monstera deliciosa’s image has undergone a makeover. Its popularity has
rocketed and now these jungle giants have become something of a commodity,
commanding handsome price tags.
   In China these dark green exotics are the symbol of long life and honouring elders.
They symbolise good luck in Feng Shui and ‘rays of hope’ in Hawaii.
   These evergreen vines have aerial roots, which hook onto trees in the wild for
support, just as well as they can reach the heady heights of 20 metres, growing up
towards the light in the rainforest canopies of southern Mexico and Panama.
   Starting their life as epiphytes, Monstera gain moisture and nutrients from rainwater
and the surrounding air via their aerial roots. As they grow some roots reach down
to anchor in the soil for extra support, making Monstera hemiepiphytes, with both
aerial and soil bound roots.
   Their monstrous large leaves naturally develop holes, known as fenestration, as
they mature. As well as ensuring tropical downpours can easily pass through the
leaves without damaging them, it is theorised that this evolutionary adaption protects
them from predators in the rainforest of Central America, cunningly disguising them
as an ailing plant to be left well alone. Funny that these holes are exactly what make
them so desirable to us humans.

Monstera deliciosa also produces a spectacular edible fruit. Although I haven’t
personally eaten it, it is supposed to taste of pineapple and banana. So the Latin
name is rather apt – delicious monster!

Debi Holland
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STAR 65 BEREAVEMENT GROUP

Free and open drop in sessions to our
peer supported Bereavement and

Loss group every 2nd and 4th
Wednesday 4-6pm and Saturday

12-noon at 65 High Street, Nailsea.
Come and chat or just listen.

For information contact:
Pam Lambert 01275 462820

or 07977 9564
Gill Atkinson 07722 298550

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

The Village Hall is the
assembly point and operating
base for the community
resilience team (when
mobilised) providing help
and assistance in an
emergency.

So if you need (or are willing to
offer) help in an emergency and
can not contact Community
Resilience by phone please go
along to the village hall.

Contact details for Community
Resilience can be found in
the directory at the back of
this magazine

AAC Advertising Rates
Eighth page - £52.50 p.a.
Quarter page - £105 p.a.
Half page - £185 p.a.
Full page - £290 p.a.
Back page - £370 p.a.

Interested? Contact us for details
5,000 copies published annually

and read by many more
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CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE

Council Meetings
Meetings are held in Cleeve Village Hall on the 2nd Tuesday of each month (except
August and December when no meetings are held).
  Details of meetings, agendas and minutes continue to be published on our website.
  You can access our website at www.cleeveparishcouncil.co.uk  or via this QR code

Our Chair of the Parish Council is Ronnie Morley with Ben Whistance being our Vice
Chair.
   Your other Councillors are Hilary Burn, Marianne Pitman, George Stringer, Geoff
Pritchard and Colin Knowles.
Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th April at 7.00pm in Cleeve
Village Hall. Please see separate notice in this magazine.
Dog Mess!
There has been an increase in owners allowing dogs to foul areas around the village.
This has become a particular problem on Pound Green. There is absolutely no excuse
for this so please make sure you clean up and bin any dog mess and, also, challenge
any anti-social dog owners who fail to do so.
Nitrous oxide
Since 8 November 2023 nitrous oxide is now classified as a Class C drug under the
Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. It is a criminal offence to be found in possession of the
drug where its intended use is to be wrongfully inhaled, ‘to get high’.
   Discarded canisters have been appearing for some time and, recently, a large
aerosol type container and balloon were found on Pound Green.
   Please be vigilant and report any suspicious activity to the Police via phoning 101
or reporting online via www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report
Facebook and Website
You will find us on Facebook if you search Cleeve Parish Council and like our page.
We update various issues of local interest, and activities of the Parish Council.
   We are also pleased to post a link on our website to view the current “All About
Cleeve” each month.

Andy Warren
Clerk to Cleeve Parish Council

I can be contacted on 07932 191964 and by email on
cleeveparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk www.cleeveparishcouncil.co.uk
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BATS AND HEDGES

Last month we took a look at some interesting features of our local bat population –
in particular the Greater and Lesser Horseshoe Bats that hibernate in the old iron
mines in Kings Wood, and rear their young in the roost at Brockley Hall.
   Horseshoe Bats can live to 30 years or more. Baby bats (pups) need to learn, from
their mothers, all the routes from the bat roost to their foraging areas. Their preferred
method of hunting is to perch in a tree and wait until they detect a flying beetle or
moth. They then fly out to catch it before returning to their perch to eat it.
   A group of researchers from the Bat Conservation Research Lab at UWE spent a
recent  summer in the fields within 3 miles of Kings Wood and Brockley Hall. They
were interested in finding out the factors that affected where bats chose to hunt for
food. The researchers used specialist ultrasonic detectors to detect where bats came
to feed at night.
   These detectors were placed along each side of hedges and each side of boundary
fences. As bats use high-pitched calls to echo-locate their prey, the sounds recorded
by the detectors were analysed to find out which bat species were present and to
see how often each type of bat visited each location.
 The main things they discovered were:-

- Bats much prefer hunt near hedges rather than near fences;
- Some types of bats like wide hedges, and some like high hedges;
- Some types of bats like mature trees in the hedge line;
- The Horseshoe Bats don’t like to travel a long distance to hunt.

 It’s easy to see why the research’s authors came up with the following advice:
“We recommend management strategies that give incentives to farmers for
replacing fences with hedgerows, planting hedgerow trees, and maintaining
tall and outgrown field boundaries.”

If you’d like to read the full research paper, Google for “What drives bat activity at
field boundaries?”.*
   Other research has shown that pesticide use has killed off a lot of the food sources
for Horseshoe Bats, particularly beetles and moths.
   So, for gardeners and landowners alike, there are ways to improve biodiversity and
so improve our bats’ chance of survival in this era of climate change. Replacing fences
with hedges, growing your hedges wider and taller, and cutting out pesticide use are
all beneficial. Oh, and since our bats are light-averse, don’t leave outside lights on
overnight.
   To find out more, come to the Village Meeting on April 16th, which will be at the
Village Hall. We are very lucky to have the enthusiastic bat expert, Alison Howell,
come to talk to us about our bats. What she will tell us will be an eye-opener, I
promise. All welcome!

Colin Knowles

* Journal of Environmental Management 329 (2023) 117029, authors Thomas Foxley,
Paul Lintott, Emma Stone
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FOCOS [Friends of Cleeve Over Sixties]
MYSTERY TOUR

Our regular guests know that the FOCOS Mystery Outing is always a great day out.
As ever, it will be a day full of surprises and not to be missed. This year’s trip will be
another super occasion, so if you haven’t been before – give a try – you won’t be
disappointed.

The Date: - Tuesday 4th June, – leaving Cleeve at 9.30am – arriving back around
6pm.

We have found something special for our trip this year, including a unique, for
FOCOS, travelling experience and, thanks to the support given to the FOCOS lottery,
all our guests will have lunch provided in addition to an afternoon cream tea.
   We will be continuing to ask for a deposit of £5 to be paid, which will be returnable
on the coach. We brought in this policy because we have had a few ‘no-shows’ to
our free event, which has a) cost FOCOS money that we have had to fund raise, and
b) has also meant that someone on our reserve list could have travelled instead!

To Book: ring the FOCOS Mystery Tour Hotlines on 838515 or 832917 [leave a
message if the call-centre staff are busy] – we will confirm your booking and sort out
the finances with you.

Remember – places are strictly limited – we are usually oversubscribed and
thus we must book on a ‘first come, first served basis’ - so ‘don’t dilly dally -
book today!’

FOCOS
(Friends Of Cleeve Over Sixties)

Winning numbers for the FOCOS lottery

3rd February  46 Andrea Stoddart
24th February 28 Andrew Gillard
2nd March   6 Jean Ashman

Congratulations to our winners, and ‘thank you’ to everyone with a FOCOS lottery
ticket, as the lottery underpins all our other fund-raising events.

TIP FROM CLEEVE NURSERY

Remove the bubble polythene double glazing from your greenhouse, clean the glass
and check that the ventilators work. Get ready to apply a coat of Greenhouse Shading
to the outside to keep the temperature under control
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POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
Cleeve (Good News)
Tuesday & Friday 09.00 – 12.00
Claverham (Village Hall)
Monday & Wednesday 09.00 -12.00

LOCAL POST-BOX COLLECTION TIMES

Mon-Fri Sat.
Woodview Drive  9.00am 7.00am
Bishops Road 9.00am 7.00am
Main Road (Old PO) 9.00pm 7.00am
Yatton PO 5.45pm 11.15am
Congresbury PO 5.15pm 11.15am
Congresbury Broad St 5.30pm 9.00am
Backwell PO 5.30pm 12.15pm
Clevedon Delivery Office 6.00pm



18

YATTON MUSIC SOCIETY

Organ concert by Richard Johnson at St Mary’s, Yatton, 20th April.
7.30pm, tickets £10, students £5, children free. For details of the concert please
see www.yms.org.uk
   Richard was an organ scholar at Oriel College and since 2004 he has been
organist at Westbury-on-Trym Parish Church. He is a member of Exultate Singers,
and Accompanist to the City of Bristol Choir.
   The concert at St Mary’s Church will be enhanced with a video display of the
organ during his performance, this will be arranged by the Bristol & District
Organist Association.

SOUPA THURSDAY WARM ROOM
TURNS INTO A SPRING/SUMMER “WELCOME ROOM”

Due to the continuing popularity of the Warm Room on Soupa Thursdays, we are
pleased to announce that when that finishes at the end of March, there will a
Welcome Room opening for business every Thursday from 2pm-4pm in the Holy
Trinity Church Room, commencing on Thursday 4th April.
   All the usual elements [except soup] will be there – tea/coffee, biscuits [and possibly
cakes] – great company, chat, puzzles, crafts, cards and Qwirkle will be definitely be
making an appearance!
   Everyone in Cleeve and Claverham is welcome to come along and chill out
with friends old and new, hosted by your Soupa Thursday ladies.
If you need any more details, including details for lifts, please ring Lin on 838515.
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TIPS FROM CLEEVE NURSERY

Plant containers up with some herbs.
Avoid planting mint with other herbs as
it will take over given a chance.
Coriander, parsley, thyme, chives and
tarragon are some of the most popular
and look very decorative too! Keep
them by the backdoor for easy access.
   Don’t stop feeding birds now that
spring is here, now they have young
they are under greatest pressure and
will really benefit from your help.
   Check blackcurrants for reversion
virus. If affected, bushes will not crop.
Infected plants produce flowers that are
redder [no hairs] and leaves that have
less points on the margins and of
course no fruit on the branches. Dig out
and burn infected plants and plant new
ones.
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APRIL 2024
Yatton Local History Society. April 2nd. Yatton Methodist Church. 7:30pm
Thank You Afternoon Tea. April 5th. Cleeve Village Hall. 3:00pm
FOCOS Bingo Night. April 12th. Cleeve Village Hall. 7:15
Congresbury Singers. April 13th. St Andrews Church, Congresbury. 7:30pm
Parish Council AGM. April 16th. Cleeve Village Hall. 7:00pm
Yatton Music Society. April 20th. St Mary’s Church. 7:30pm

MAY 2024
Grand Quiz Night. May 11th. Brockley Church

JUNE 2024
FOCOS Mystery Outing. June 4th. 9:30am

ONGOING

Cleeve Knitting Knights. Sundays. Alterknit Universe. 1 - 5pm
Council Meetings. 2nd Tuesday each month except August and December.

Cleeve Village Hall. 7:30pm
Nailsea District Leg Club. Wednesday. Nailsea Tithe Barn. 9:30 - 11:30am
Welcome Room. Thursday. Holy Trinity Church. 2 - 4pm

VILLAGE DIARY
of
EVENTS IN AND AROUND CLEEVE

LOCAL MARKETS
1st Saturday of month - Kingston Seymour
2nd Saturday of month - Kenn & Yatton
3rd Saturday of month - Claverham
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LOCAL DIRECTORY
ALL CODES 01934 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

Chemists Backwell (01275) 462386
Yatton 832366

Clavertots Michele Jenkinson 838671
Cleeve Guides Helen Mortimer (01454) 771957
Cleeve Scouts/Cubs Steve Atrill 833912
Cleeve Toddlers Reebecca York 0759 674905
Community Resilience Steve Molloy 834412 / 07988 656023

Ross Floyd (01275) 462211 / 07974 308398
Court de Wyck School Assc Sarah Palmer (01275) 462068
Cricket Club cleevecricketclub@outlook.com John Hance 07881 374958
Cricket Youth Team Carey Elswood cleevecc.yahoo.com
Dentist Cleeve 835753
Dog Training Mrs Herman 834498
Dog Warden - Environmentalprotectiongeneralenquiries@n-somerset.gov.Uk (01275) 888802
FOCOS Mrs Gill Roe 832917
Football (Sporting Weston Football) Gary Booth sportingwestonfc@gmail.com  0791952705
Guide Dogs Mrs Jane Newton (01275) 873024
Holy Trinity (Churchwardens) Nick Cush 832059
Holy Trinity (Team Minister) c/o Team Office 832184
Leg Clinic Carole Brooke 07954 302498

Sandy Riley (01275) 853547
Medical Centres Backwell (01275) 465100

Yatton 839820
Mothers’ Union Andrea Stoddart 832458
Noise nuisance Noise Control Officer 634847
North Somerset Council (All Departments) 888888
Parochial Church Council Dave Mortimer 838515
Parish Council Andy Warren 07932 191964
Playing Field Trustees Alice Jones 877208
POLICE (NON-999 calls) 101
Post Offices Backwell (01275) 462721

Yatton 832201
Cleeve (Good News) 833295
Claverham (Village Hall) 876581

Registrar Births, Marriages, Deaths 427552
Sinclair Pavilion (Bookings) Alice Jones 877208

Colin Warren 07944 758510
Table Tennis Club Mr Mike Withyman 833986
Tennis Club cleevetennisclub@gmail.com 835150
Tennis Club Junior Coaching John Tate (johntatetennis@talk21.com)

(01275) 464373
Village Agent Maxine Gilman 07967 344766
Village Hall Bookings Mrs Gill Roe 832917
Village Hall Secretary Diana Cook 834621
YACWAG (Wildlife Action Mrs. Win Lowman 833596
Yatton History Society Mrs Marianne Pitman 838801
Yatton Horticultural Society Mrs Joan Pittock 832790
Yatton Music Society David Ford 830255
Yatton Ramblers Peter Marshall 833916

mailto:Environmentalprotectiongeneralenquiries@n-somerset.gov.Uk
mailto:sportingwestonfc@gmai.com
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